To the Right Hon : the Lords Spirituall 


- 


3% | | 
and Temporall, of the Higher Houſe of Partiament. 


T he humble Petition of the Drapers of the Towne of Shrewsbury. 


Hereas there is a Bill paſſed inthe Lower Houle of Parliament, for the free Trade and Trafique of 
V V Welch Cloathes in and through the Kingdome of England and Dommion of Wales, by which 

the Inhabitants of Wales arc enabled freely to fell by way »f Barter or otherwiic, all their welch 
Cloathes at their wils and pleatures, ro any perſons who may lawfully buy theſame; And rhat any pet ſons 
who by the Lawes of this Realme may lawiully buy any ſuch Cloathes, may freely buy the ſame ot any per- 
ſons inhabiting within the ſaid Domimionof Wales ; Any Charter, Graunt, Act, Order, or any thing clfe 
heretofore made or hereafter to bee made to the contrary notwithſtanding ; And turther giueth cercaine 
liberty to any pertons vſing the Trade of Marchandize,to tranſport the {1d Cloathes into thc parts beyond 
the Scas, out of any Ports or Haucns of Wales,&c.v: zz» bi//a: which Bill it it ſhall allo paſſe tics Honorable 
Houte : thelc inconuenicnces would enſue. 


{ The Clothiers of Wales may fell thei; Cloathes by retayle or otherwiſe in Shre/ 
(wy, contrary to anauncient Charter of Corporation graunted to the Drapers 
| by Eaward the 4.th, and conticmed by the Kinz;s Maicſty that now is,and others 
his Anceſtors: And fo for this Commodity ic doth take away their Priuiledge, 
. | and the Priuiledge of all other Corporations of England, 
I The Drapers arc prohibited by the French Patent to trantport the faid Cloathes 
i. To the T owne | into France as formerly they vied to doe and fo if this Act paſſe will be depri- 
pe / F hx. [A vey nedotrheir Trade both abroad and at home; Which home-T rade for Welch 
Ee Pr] C loathes, they haue founded, continued and maintained, cuen time out of 
minde, | 
Many poore Sheermen and their Families,to the number of 800, perſons, that liue 
there by Dreſſing rhe ſaid Clothes, will be vndone or forced to ſeeke rem new 
dwellings in the tartheſt parts of Wales, where dwellings are ſcarce, 
The Towne ingenerall wanting irs accuſtomed Trade, will bee impoueriſhed and 
made vnfit to doe his Maicſty feruice, as heretofore it hath done. 
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i The Marchants tranſporting thence onely at certaine times of the yeare, will 
| ouerthrow the weekely Market at Oſnejtrey ; Without the which the poore 
| Clothier cannot liue, at which Market the Drapers of Shrewsbwy, Ofrreflrey,and 


 Whuchurch, did beſtow 2000.pounds or thereabouts,cucry wecke, 


. Tothe Fong. 


defrauded of his Cuſtome and Aulnage ; or be ata greater charge inrecciuing 
ct it, then the profit will amount to; 
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) By tranſporting out of thoſe partes and ſelling indiuers Markets the King will be 


-. © | Forraignepartes will be furniſhed by forraigne Marchants, with the better fort of 
4. To the Ang- thole Cloathes (which are very vſcfull) and at a cheaper ratc then our owne 
— $ Kingdome. 
dome. Vnder colour of tranſporting Cottons out of thoſe creckes, the Marchant will 
L tranſportRawe hydes, Wooll, Tallow, and other prohivited goods, 


T He Lords of the Priuie Counſell aſwell in the late Queenes time, as in his Maicſtics time thatnow is, 

hauc, vpon graue and mature deliberations and refferences, to diuers Honorable perſonages and graue 
Iud ges, borh of England and Wales ( who heard the allegations on all partes ) made ſcucrall Orders for the 
{etling of this Trade; which by this Ac will be ouerthrowne. 


It may therefore pleaſe your Honour to haue conſideration 
of theſe precedent Reaſons, and to lend your Honorable Aſſiſtance for the rectity- 


ing of the ſaid Bill; forthe good of the ſaid Towne and Common-wealc. 


